
 
     

     

   
   
 
 

Parents Guide
 
to the NSW Primary


Syllabuses
 
(incorporating the Australian curriculum) 

Helping parents to 
understand their child’s 

progress through 
primary school 
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What  will  my  child  learn  at  school? 
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The BOSTES sets the learning requirements for each stage of primary school. The four stages are: 

        EARLY STAGE 1 STAGE 3 

    
STAGE 1 STAGE 2

        Kindergarten Years 1 and 2 Years 3 and 4 Years 5 and 6
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If  my  child  has  special  education  needs,  how  will  these  be  met? 
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How  much  time  will  be  spent  on  each  subject? 
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Having a range of percentages allows schools to program more time 
for English in the earlier years. 
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Mathematics 

Mathematics develops students’ 
thinking, understanding, 
competence and confidence 
with numbers, shapes and 
measurement. Students learn to 
add, subtract, multiply and divide 
whole numbers, fractions and 
decimals. They learn to measure 
time and calculate with money. 
They learn geometry, algebra and 
how to work with data and graphs. 
Students use mathematical 
knowledge to communicate, 
problemsolve and reason. 
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 Science  and  Technology 

Science and Technology develops students’ skills in 
thinking, investigating and problemsolving. It gives 
them knowledge and skills in scientific investigation 
and inquiry, design and applying technologies. 
Children pose questions, test ideas, and develop 
and evaluate arguments based on evidence. 
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What is an ‘integrated unit’? 
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Example: ‘How do cultures change through interactions with other cultures 
and their environment?’ 

This topic is often taught in Year 5 or Year 6. Bali is used in the example below. 
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Helping your child learn to write: 
A guide for parents 
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The Bes of 
Wri eOn 

Outstanding 
primary school 
writing from 
the WriteOn 
competition 

A wonderful 
resource 
for teachers 

Inspiring stories by students 
from Years 1 to 6 

                 

                         
                               

                         
         

       

         
               

               

        
        

            
    

         
        

   

    

      
   

        

        
     

         
   

    

     

        

         

         
 

    

Helping your child learn about grammar: A guide for parents 

This guide (available in Term 4, 2014) outlines the technical terms of grammar and 
how they are used in the classroom and in everyday life. It shows how to apply correct 
grammar in writing and outlines simple ways to help your child use the correct 
grammar in their speaking and writing. 

The Best of WriteOn 2013 
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Free online resources for parents 

Safetytown website – A road safety education program 
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Transition to school – A guide for parents 
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Some words and phrases explained 

Key learning areas (KLAs) 

T
i

In
L

Y

n

ou

anguage

he
 

  

pri

se

  

se

can

condary

mary
  are

  fi

s

nd

  
  
t

  

school
he

is

  

  
  

out

school
al

  mandat

so

  more

  

  

and

int
,  
roduce
S

  
ory
e

ci

  about

i

e

ght
  

nce

subj
  

d

K

  

  

  

L

and

K

as

e
A

L

ct

  

s

A

a

  
  

  

s

i

  

are

T

n

mandat

  

e

on

  se

chnol

as

  

condary

t

  

he

taught

  

og
ory

BOS

y
  
  
l

  

be

  

e

i

TE

school
n

arni

  

come

al

S  

l

w

ng

  N

e

.
S

  

 

bsi

s
are

W

  a

t

  

  
a.

e

school

se

.

 

 

parat

s.

e

  

  

T

l

he

earni

re  

ng

are

  are

  six

a.

  K

 

LAs 

Program Builder 

Teachers are using a new tool called Program Builder to develop teaching and 
learning programs for their students. You may hear teachers talking about this tool. 
It is available to all NSW teachers. 

Stage statements 
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Syllabus 

A syllabus describes what should be covered in each learning area at each stage of 
schooling. ‘Syllabus’ and ‘curriculum’ are often used to describe the same thing, 
although ‘curriculum’ can also be a more general term to describe everything taught 
in schools. 

Online syllabuses 
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       Here are some useful websites 
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